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en o result of surveillance and inberrogation of about
£ifty people arrested who wore known to be or suspected of being connecited
with either of the only two knowm Commumist orgenizetions im Egypt, the
Police ond Security Services have come to the conclusion that the totel
nunber of people in the country who have had or now have any contact with
‘members of either or both groups camot oxceed 5,000;and scmewhat under
4,000 is a mors likely figure,

The Police and Security Services estimate that the totul mumber of persoms -
who have reully been active in support of the Commumist cause,either in
orgenieing, recruiting, writing, teaching, publishing, providing meeting
places,or contributing funds,is not in excess of 500 and is more likely
under 400,

that under prosent laws convictions will be
Aifficult to obtain, Pemalties under martial law have been heavier and
the new proposed legislation will also provide for more severe penalties
when mertial lew will have been entirely ebandoned., Howover, this does
not help to cobtain convictions and at present the mere possession of
Comnumist literaturs or the mere attendance et a meoting where Communism .
is boing discussed is insufficient proof of subversive activities: some
militant action must be discovered,end thet is difficuli. EHence, given
the fact that the cost of living is still going up, thet wages, despite
bonus laws, are still inadequate, and especially that there are almest uno
posts open to university gradustes in either government or business that
pay enough to warrant an invesiment in higher educotlon, both the Police
end the Public Security Services exroct a considerabls incresse in
Communis® enrollments in the caning year. They are not going to be able .
to prevent the froe ocirculation of a dozen or more persons who are adequately
trained and indoctrinated to organize cells and gather in recruits, A
iist of the most dangerous leaders will be compiled as soon az it is knom
viaich ones now under arrest are going to have % be set fres. These people
will be kept under surveillance insofar as possible and will be required
to report weekly to presinct Police Siabioms,
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